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Date: September 2025
	If this risk assessment is relevant to your work session it must be identified on your site risk assessment. 
These hazards must be reassessed before an activity takes place.




	Hazard
	Possible Outcome
	Who’s at risk?
	Control measures
	Risk rating
	Person responsible

	Tools and equipment

	Refer to Generic Risk
Assessment: TOOLS USE
	Volunteers and public
	Refer to Generic Risk Assessment Form TOOL USE.


	Low
	Health and Safety lead

	Snags, litter and sharps

	Trip hazards or tool snags may be present or revealed by cutting back vegetation.

Drug and sex litter may be present or revealed by cutting back vegetation.
	Volunteers
	A visual survey of work area should be carried out before work commences on the day.

Trees must be cut as close to ground level as practicable to avoid creating trip hazard.

Refer to Generic Risk Assessment: GENERAL
	Low
	Health and Safety lead


	Handling of cut material

	Cut material might have thorns or sharp edges.

Possibility of infection from cut material.


	Volunteers
	Gloves must be worn when handling all cut material.  Thick leather gloves may be required for bramble and other thorny material.

Advice on correct lifting techniques should be given before starting work.

Volunteers advised to have an up-to-date tetanus inoculation.

Volunteers made aware of danger from Blackthorn thorns and other and other hazardous plants. Blackthorn thorns can hold infectious materials more than other thorns. 

Hand washing facilities must be available. These must be used before handling food or drink or smoking.

Cuts and grazes must be properly dressed before and during work.
	Low
	Health and Safety lead


	Storage of cut material



	Cut material may create new trip hazards.


	Volunteers and public
	Cut material must be collected and piled in clearly designated areas away from footpaths or other access routes. Refer to Risk Assessment: TOOLS USE

	Low
	Health and Safety lead


	Cutting scrub and using 
swinging tools

	Refer to Generic Model Risk Assessment Form: TOOLS USE.


	Volunteers and public
	Partner or supervisor monitoring to ensure safe distances between workers with swinging tools and any incursion into the area by the public or pets.  Include safe distance between volunteers in the welcome and tool talk (3x the length of tool)
Safety glasses provided if cutting tall, thorny material.
	Medium
	Health and Safety lead


	Working in a public area

	Members of the public may be at risk from volunteers using swinging tools, handling material or slips, trips and
falls
	Volunteers and public

	Work areas should be properly highlighted with appropriate signage or hazard tape. 
Work area, including tools and materials, must be kept clear and tidy.

	Medium
	Health and Safety lead
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