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Group leaders should also refer to the Generic Risk Assessment and complete an Activity Health and Safety Plan. 



	Hazard
	Possible Outcome
	Who is at risk?
	Control measures
	Risk rating
	Person responsible

	Lone working 
	Increased risk of unseen injury or impact on wellbeing due to lone working. 
	Wildlife recorders who survey alone. 
	Avoid lone working where possible. Where it is necessary, only undertake lone working in daylight. Inform a family member or friend of where you will be and anticipated arrival and departure time. 

No lone working should be undertaken at night or when working by water.

Carry a fully charged mobile phone (and portable charger if necessary). Check for nearest location with good signal on arrival to site. 
	Low 
	Designated health and safety lead on the H&S plan / lone volunteer

	Anti-social behaviour 
	Potential for injury or violence/ aggression towards surveyors.

	All wildlife recorders.
	Carry out surveys in daylight and avoid lone working where possible. If required, see ‘lone working’ and ‘night-time working’ above. 

Carry a fully charged mobile phone (and portable charger if necessary). Check for nearest location with good signal on arrival to site.

Do not engage with physically or verbally aggressive people.  Leave site immediately if feeling threatened. 
	Medium 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer

	Children or young people

	Risk of injury if unsupervised. 
	Wildlife recorders accompanied by children. 
	Children under 18yrs of age must be accompanied and supervised by a parent/guardian. 
	Low 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer
 

	Terrain 
	Risk of trips, slips or fall from:
· Uneven ground and slopes
· Wet or muddy ground
· Hidden trip hazards/objects
· Steps
· Snow or ice
· Narrow paths/footing
Fences
	All wildlife recorders.
	Wear sturdy boots with good grip. Do not walk whilst carrying out other activity such as writing notes or using binoculars.

Carry out surveys in daylight where possible. If night-time working is required, undertake a scoping visit during daylight first to identify hazards. Carry torches including a head torch where possible to leave hands free. 

Do not attempt to climb over fences – use gates and stiles. Ensure firm footing when stepping on wet stiles
	Medium 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Long walks e.g. along a transect or between survey points.

	Tiredness leading to fatigue and accidents 
	Wildlife recorders covering a large survey area. 
	Take regular breaks. 

Design survey transects to be as short as possible (whilst still collecting relevant information). 
	Low 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Night-time working 
	Increased risk of injury or impact on wellbeing due to night-time working.
	Surveyors recording nocturnal wildlife. 
	Avoid night-time working unless necessary. No lone working to occur during night-time hours. 

If night-time working is required, undertake a scoping visit during daylight first to identify hazards (see ‘Terrain’).

Carry torches including a head torch where possible to leave hands free. Do not walk whilst carrying out other activity such as writing notes or using binoculars.

Always have a charged smart phone with all relevant contact and emergency numbers available. Inform a family member or friend of where you will be and anticipated arrival and departure time.
	Medium 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer
 

	Adverse Weather 
· Long exposure to sun / hot weather
· Rain
· Wind
· Cold

	Potential injury or risk to life from adverse weather e.g. Sunburn, sunstroke, exposure, dehydration, hypothermia 
	All wildlife recorders.
	Check weather forecast and aim to survey only during calm and dry weather. Avoid surveying when weather warnings are in place. Do not survey if thunderstorms are forecast and leave site immediately or seek shelter if unexpected thunderstorms occur. Do not survey near or under trees/woodland during windy weather. 

Wear appropriate clothing. 

Apply sunscreen and seek shade during hot weather. Drink plenty of water.
	Medium 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer
 

	Working near/within water
	Risk of drowning. 
	Wildlife recorders working adjacent to still or running waterbodies. 
	Do not undertake surveys within 0.5 metres of a water body. If conducting surveys within 0.5 metres of a water body (steam, pond, river) then follow the ‘Working in or near Water’ risk assessment. 
	Low - Medium
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer
 


	Risk of disease transmission  
	Risk of surveyor contracting diseases from environment e.g. Weil’s disease
	All wildlife recorders.
	Use disposable vinyl gloves if putting hands in water. Cover any existing or new wounds. Do not drink water from site. 
Carry hand sanitiser. Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water at the end of the survey and before eating or touching face.
Seek medical advice if feeling unwell after survey.
	Low
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer



	Sharp vegetation and litter 
	Cuts or eye poke from sharp vegetation or litter (which may be obscured by dense veegation). 

	All wildlife recorders.

	Be aware of overhanging branches. Do not walk whilst carrying out other activity such as writing notes or using binoculars.
Do not reach hands into areas which are not fully visible or lift up materials with bare hands – wear suitable gloves and use a stick. 
Wear suitable eye protection or gloves if required. Wear trousers and long-sleeved clothing.
	Medium 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Insect bites or stings e.g. mosquitos or ticks. 

	Risk of disease transmission or allergic reaction to insect bites e.g. mosquitos or ticks. 
	All wildlife recorders.
	Wear trousers and long-sleeved clothing. Wear insect repellent. Check for attached ticks during and after survey and remove these as soon as possible. Seek medical advice if feeling unwell after survey.
	Medium 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Dust, pollen, spores 
	Allergic reactions, asthma 
	All wildlife recorders.
	Known sufferers to take appropriate precautions, including having suitable medication with them. Inform other surveyors of any allergies or conditions. 
	Medium 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Dangerous plants 
	Risk of cuts, stings, allergic reaction, or poisoning. 

	All wildlife recorders.
	Wear trousers and long-sleeved clothing. Avoiding touching plants but if considered necessary then wear suitable gloves. 
Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water at the end of the survey and before eating or touching face.
	Low
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Invasive species 
	Risk of spreading invasive species, diseases or parasites to other sites.
	All wildlife recorders.

	Be aware of presence of invasive plants such as Himalayan balsam, Japanese knotweed or Giant hogweed. Report presence to Bristol City Council. 
Clean all equipment before use and before leaving site. Use the ‘Check, Clean Dry’ approach: Check Clean Dry » NNSS (nonnativespecies.org).
	Low
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Use of equipment 
	Risk of injury from equipment if not suitably transported, set up and used. 


. 
	All wildlife recorders, and public. 
	Only use equipment with suitable training/experience. Do not leave equipment on site without permission from landowner (Bristol City Council).  
Inspect all equipment before use to check there are no faults. 
For transporting equipment, reduce carrying distance or share tasks between volunteers. If large amounts of equipment is required, consult general BCC MANUAL HANDLING risk assessment. 
	Low
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Dogs 
	Risk of injury from aggressive dogs. 

	All wildlife recorders.
	Be aware of dogs not on leads and do not approach. Leave site immediately if feeling threatened.
	Medium 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Livestock 
	Risk of injury from aggressive livestock present on site.
	All wildlife recorders. 
	Keep a distance from livestock and leave immediately if they are showing any signs of aggression. 
	Medium 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Wild animals 
	Bites from wildlife – injury and potential for disease transmission. 
	Wildlife surveys where handling is required for monitoring purposes. 
	Do not reach hands into areas which are not fully visible or lift up materials with bare hands – wear suitable gloves and use a stick. 
Only handle wildlife if necessary for monitoring and only with suitable training/experience and licensing if required. Wear suitable gloves. 
Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water at the end of the survey and before eating or touching face.
Seek medical advice immediately if bitten. 
	Low 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Disturbance to wild animals, including nesting birds. 
	Disturbance of wildlife such as via noise, lighting or vibrations, or causing an animal to leave a nest/roost or resting area. 
	All wildlife recorders.

	Volunteers should check survey area before starting any activities. 
Wildlife should only be approached or handled if this is the purpose of the survey, and the volunteer has suitable training/experience (or licensing if required).  Otherwise, volunteers should maintain a suitable distance away from wildlife and consider stopping the activity or working elsewhere if required. 
Make sure that any equipment or arisings e.g. from vegetation clearance are not positioned in a way that they will block or damage animal burrows, pathways, nests/roosts or resting areas. 
	Low 
	Health and safety lead / lone volunteer


	Survey volunteers working alone or in pairs: 
Add site specific hazards for the site you are monitoring below and send to nature.parks@bristol.gov.uk
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